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GTO of the Month 
My GTO 
By Chris Winslow 

 I had first become interested in the new GTO when it was initially 
announced.  I was a life long car nut who had never had a real performance 
car.  I decided that it was time to change that when the new GTO hit the 
scene.  Some early trips to the local dealers, however, found them adding 
“market adjustment premiums” to the already stiff $34,000 price tag.  That 
convinced me that the best option was to wait a while and see if the market 
cooled a bit. 

 
 By November, the 2004 GTO market situation had changed substan-
tially.  By this time, it was a fairly poorly kept secret that the 2005 GTO 
would have a 50-horse power increase over the 2004 model.  This, and the 
normal seasonal slowdown in the sales of rear wheel drive performance 
cars, had combined to induce the dealers to start making steep discounts off 
of the sticker prices.  This was supplemented by GM with generous cash 
back offers and financing. 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

GTO of the Month 1 

The Presidents Scoop 5 

Tech Article                     10 

Gateway GTO Activities 12 

Calendar  26 

GTO Marketplace  27 

GGTOA Info Page  30 



THE HOOD SCOOP       2 

 

 I took a trip to the local Pontiac dealer in St. Peters the Sunday before Thanksgiving 
to see what offers they had marked on the windshields.   I had been there many times before 
but this time one car in particular caught my eye.  It was a red GTO, but not the normal Tor-
rid Red that I was used to seeing.  This was a much darker shade of red.  It was the only 
GTO I had seen in this color.  A closer look revealed that the color was called Pulse Red.  It 
was a limited edition car with red stitching on the seats and silver face gauges.  I decided to 
come back during the week and take it for a test drive. 
 
 The week of Thanksgiving was particularly busy for me and I was not able to make 
it to the dealer before Thursday.  On Friday morning, however, I had the whole day to my-
self so I headed to the dealer with my then 11-year-old son in toe.  When I first arrived, I did 
not see the car anywhere and I was sure I had missed my chance.   To my relief, I found it 
sitting off to side of the dealership.  It turns out that they had just returned from a local cus-
tom wheel shop where they had installed the most hideous set of aftermarket wheels on it 
that I had ever seen.  They were really proud of these wheels and had already slapped a 
$2500 dealer added option sticker on the car.  It was readily apparent to me that anyone that 
would stick wheels like that on any car, let alone a car like that, just didn’t get it. 
 
 I was the only customer in the place and I soon had an anxious salesman nipping at 
my heals.  When I asked to take the car for a test drive, he looked at me like I was crazy.  He 
told me that they did not let customers drive the GTOs because too many people came in 
just to take joyrides.  I was eventually able to convince him to let me take the car on a brief 
test drive and I was totally hooked.   I was able to make a great deal on the car that included 
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losing the ridiculous wheels they had installed for the factory wheels and tires.  I had the car 
in my garage by 6:00 that night.  (For those of you that are wondering where Paula was dur-
ing all this, she was at work.  I did call her and ask if it was OK with her if I bought the 
GTO.  There is some question here on the timeline as to whether I called her before or after 
I had signed the papers.  I am pretty sure it was before, but I would really appreciate it if no-
body asked my son what he remembers on this subject.  It is probably better not to revisit 
that one and his silence on the subject is a lot more expensive than it used to be). 
 
 Those of you who know me know that I am almost obsessive about keeping this car 
bone stock.  My goal is to eventually show this car in a concourse show when it gets old 
enough.  I basically want this to be the car that everyone looks to when they are trying to 
figure out exactly how these cars left the factory.  To date I have made exactly 4 modifica-
tions to this car, all of which are reversible.  They are: 
 
 Installation of a skip shift eliminator (That 1 to 4 shift drove me nuts!!!) 

 Replacement of the leaky AC Delco battery with a Yellow Top Optima battery 

 Installation of a dead pedal 

 Modification of the left fuel rail cover to prevent chaffing of the fuel line 
 
 The dead pedal installation was a custom set up that I made from a spare GTO gas 
pedal.  I built a special bracket that mounts to the floor and kick panel such that it can be re-
moved easily with no evidence it was ever there. 
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The Presidents Scoop 
  By Mark Melrose 

 

Seeing You in September 
 

 The upcoming October 3rd club business meeting figures to be an important one. As 
you will note from the August meeting minutes, the following motion was proposed, sec-
onded and unanimously approved by the membership: 
 

It is proposed that annual membership dues in the Gateway GTO Association 
be increased to $35.00 beginning with the 2013 calendar year. Membership in 
Gateway will include membership in GTOAA with accrual of all the benefits 
of both organizations to members in good standing of Gateway. The club will 
collect the dues and ensure each member of our chapter will also enjoy mem-
bership in the national organization. 

 
 While this motion currently stands, additional discussion will ensue at the October 
meeting culminating in a vote for passage by the membership present at the meeting. 
 
 Once again the club owes thanks to the Orange T-Shirt Brigade for their work at the 
annual Wheels in Motion charity car show on September 9th. The gate receipts were over 
$3,200 and the Gateway Raffle netted $1,150 – an increase of about 50% from last year (a 
computational error at the show resulted in my announcement that that the raffle had netted 
$1,600). School’s still out on the total show proceeds but I am told it should be in excess of 
$12,500 – about 25% more than last year. Many thanks to the entire club for their very gener-
ous merchandise donations in the face of a drop-off in solicited corporate donations. Please 
note that the club donated the 32” HDTV to the raffle (not me personally). 
 
 It’s difficult for me to express how proud I am to be a member of such a caring, gener-
ous and hard working group.  THANK YOU ALL. 
 
 Lot’s of other September events including the North County Cruise Nite, the Club Pic-
nic, the Route 66 Mother Road Festival (9/21-9/23) and the GTOAA Regional in Pontiac, IL 
(9/29-9/30). Hope to see you there. 
 
Calling all cars ……………………. Don’t miss the GTOAA Regional Meet 9/29-9/30 at the 
Pontiac Museum in Pontiac, IL, our October North County Cruise Nite on 10/12 at Behlmann 
and the Ray Brunkhorst Memorial Drag Day with Special Guest Arnie Beswick on 10-20. 
 
 

For other upcoming area car shows & cruises see http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub/ 
 

Presidents Scoop 
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Meeting Minutes 

GATEWAY GTO FEBRUARY   
MEETING MINUTES 

September 5, 2012 
 

The monthly Gateway GTO meeting was held 
at JJ’s at 1215 South Duschene in St. Charles.  
Members began arriving by 6:00PM for dinner 
and conversation.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:04PM.  Officers in attendance were 
Mark Melrose, Darrell May, and Shauna 
Wollmershauser.   
 
New Members:  No new members were in 
attendance. 
 
Old Business:   
 
Wheels In Motion:  is Sunday September 9, 
2012 at Westport.  Donations can be brought to 
the event.  Just let Terrie Know.  Show starts at 
9AM. 
 
New Business: 
 
Dues Proposal:  Gateway GTO Club has about 
2/3rds members that are also GTOAA mem-
bers.  The goal is to make the club 100% 
GTOAA.  The dues are proposed to increase 
by $15.  Dues would go from $20 to $35.  This 
would include a membership to the GTOAA.  
Please read the proposal in the newsletter for 
more information.  There will be a vote during 
the October Meeting.  Dave Huegsten made 
the motion to carry the proposal to next 
month’s meeting.  Karen Ewens seconded the 
motion. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
North County Cruise Nights:  Brought to you 
by the Gateway GTO club and Behlmann is 
September 14, 2012. 
 
Gateway GTO Club Picnic:  is September 16, 
2012 at Vago Park.  The lead lawyers that rep-

resented us in the lawsuit will be present.  
Please bring a side dish.  The club will provide 
hot dogs, brats, hamburgers, and pork steaks.  
This is a rain or shine event. 
 
Route 66 Mother Road Festival:  is September 
21-23, 2012 in Springfield, IL.  Check with 
Cecil and Annette Morton (618) 877-8254 for 
room availability.  If you get a chance, make 
the trip for a day. 
 
GTOAA Regional:  is in Pontiac, Il September 
29-30.  The O’Sullivan’s are designing the tro-
phies.  This is a joint event with the HOI club.  
We will also need the orange t-shirt brigade to 
help out a bit.  Please let Mark or Tom know 
your availability if you can help at the event. 
 
North County Cruise Nights:  is October 12, 
2012. 
 
Ray Brunkhorst Memorial Drag Day:  October 
20, 2012.  The rain date is October 21, 2012.  
Arnie Beswick will be our special guest.  He 
will make at least one pass and be available for 
autographs and general conversation. 
 
GTOAA:  GTOAA/POCI Co-Vention is in 
Dayton, OH.  Registration for the event is $59.  
This fee includes one car.  For an additional 
$25 you can display your car in the POCI 
show.  If you want indoor parking, it will cost 
an additional $100 above and beyond the cost 
of registration.  More information will be 
available on the Co-Vention’s website. 
 
Tech Session: 
 
John Novelli has Muscle Car oil that has the 
ZDDP additive in it.  If you are interested in 
purchasing some, give him a call. 
 
Shauna showed the EZ Detail brush to the 
club.  It does a great job of cleaning wheels 
and hard to reach place.  The bristles won’t 
scratch your wheels finish. 
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Club Personals: 
 
Mark and Saundra Melrose will be grandpar-
ents soon.  They already know it’s a boy, and 
are very excited. 
 
Lori went to the doctor and has been diagnosed 
cancer free.  Earl Lewis thanks everyone for 
his or her prayers and support. 
 

Shauna is having surgery Friday to repair torn 
ligaments in her ankle.  She will be on crutches 
for six weeks and isn’t sure how many events 
she will be able to make. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57PM.  
 
Joe Mayweather won $29 in the 50/50 draw-
ing. 
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North County Cruise Night 
By Chris Winslow 

This month we had an unexpected guest at North County Cruise night.  There was a po-
lice officer on the lot making a report on a traffic accident that had occurred in front of 
Behlmann’s (unrelated to NCCN—it actually occurred well before the show started).  The offi-
cer was nice 
enough to 
show us the 
engine com-
partment of 
his police 
spec Impala 
cruiser.  It 
was running a 
3.9 liter V6 
engine.  It had 
obviously had 
a LOT of 
electrical 
modifications 
made after it 
left the fac-
tory to allow 
for all of the 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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radios, lights, and other equipment. 
 
Also this month, we had a new food vendor for the event, Burger-Ink.  They had a great 

menu and reasonable prices.  The line formed quickly once they opened. 

Of course, we had our usually collection of great cars that showed up.  There were also a 
few I had not seen before.  My favorite of these was a white Chevy Super Sport whose owner 
had incorporated a lot of LED lighting, both on the dash and under the hood.  As the sun went 
down, this really made the car come to life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Gateway GTO Activities 

The Gateway GTO club members also showed up in force.   

As did a number of other groups. 
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2012 POCI Convention Report 
By Darrell May 

 
Gateway GTO Club members attending were , 
Cecil  &  Annette Morton 
Charles  &  Carol Morton 
Harry  &  Amy Timmermann 
Frank  &  Cheryl Chapman 
John  &  Brenda Novelli 
Brian  &  Mary Ann Ray  &  Eric 
Mark  &  Saundra Melrose 
Darrell  &  Tootie May 
Will Bowers 
 
And also friends of the club, Mike & Joy Soto, Beth & Bill Hargrave, and past club member 
Bill Kirk were at the convention. 

Club members that won trophy‘s were: 
 
Points Judging 
 Gold Darrell May 
 Silver Harry Timmermann 
 
Popular Vote 
 Most Outstanding    John Novelli 
 Outstanding  Frank Chapman 
    Brian Ray 
Road Warriors 
 Cecil Morton 
 Charles Morton 
 Eric Ray 
 
 The women had a good time ever day shopping or antiquing, the Road Warriors had a 
cruise to lunch, while the rest of us spent our days polishing and spit shinning our cars.  The 
host hotel was nice, the complex was built with a bunch of add on’s over time, which made for 
a lot of zig zag walking to reach the other end, but the nice part about it was, that it was all in-
side and A/C. 

 On Thursday night we went the Bourbon Street section of the hotel and listen to the 
band called Fender Skirts, they played 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s music and they were awesome.  We 
had rain on Thursday night which brought cooler weather for a bit. The rest of the time we had 
sunny days. On Friday night was the parking lot party and that band was very good also. Satur-
day was show day and the weather was beautiful, that night was the award banquet, meal was 
good, but the desert was bad. Overall it was a great convention. 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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GATEWAY GTO PICNIC 2012 
By Donna Bowers 

 

 There are some things in life you can count on, Death, Taxes, and the Gateway GTO 
Picnic.  Held the third Sunday of September every year, at Vago Park, it is a tradition that 
should never be missed. On Sunday, September 16th, it didn’t disappoint! 

 
 This year could be 
considered a banner year. It 
didn’t rain, it didn’t snow 
and it was not over 100 de-
grees.  We had approxi-
mately 45 attendees.  This 
was one of the largest picnics 
we have had in recent years. 
The few clouds that appeared 
kept the temperature ex-
tremely comfortable.  This 
year we also had a very spe-
cial guest, Joy and her hus-
band  Bill. Joy was a person 
that was extremely helpful 
during a difficult period in 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Gateway GTO history.  We appreciated her support and certainly would welcome her and her 
husband to any future GTO events.  As always, our resident chef, Chris, came through with 
some extremely good barbeque.  There was plenty for all and, as always, the die-hards that 
stayed until the end were able to take 
some home for dinner on Monday. 
 
 Earl and Barb Lewis added a 
new event to the picnic.  It was a 
game of washers.  Instead of bracket 
racing, we had bracket washers.  It 
was entertaining to see randomly 
paired up teams, sweat, swear, and 
try to bend over to pick up washers.  
In the end, we had two teams that 
prevailed.  They were the winners of 
the winners, Mark Melrose and 
Frank Chapman and, there were the 
winners of the losers, Tony Bezzole 
and Joe Mayweather.  They were 
draped with “very exclusive” metals 
made personally by Barb.  Next year, 
we are going to add women to 
bracket washers to really show how a 
game of washers is to be played. I 
think the washers even beat the year 
that we had real goats. It was cer-
tainly more competitive and almost 
less smelly. 
 
 This year, we saw an increase 
in families.  It is always good to not 
only see our fellow GTO members, 
but also their family.  The GTO club 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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is truly a family and the larger the family the better.  One thing we can count on the third Sun-
day of September 2013, there will be a GTO picnic in Vago Park. 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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2012 GATEWAY GTO 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sept 5 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 9 Wheels in Motion Kids for Cancer Car Show at Westport Plaza. (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 14 North County Cruise Night sponsored by Behlmann Buick/GMC and Gateway GTO Association  
  at Behlmann on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 15 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April- 
  October 
 
 16 Club Picnic at Vago Park in Maryland Heights, MO.  CLUB SPONSORED 

 
 21-23 Route 66 Mother Road Festival in Springfield, IL, details to follow. 
 

29-30 GTOAA Regional Pontiac Car Show in Pontiac, IL, See Details on Pages 16 and 17.  
CLUB SPONSORED 

 
Oct 3 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 12 North County Cruise Night sponsored by Behlmann Buick/GMC and Gateway GTO Association  
  at Behlmann on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 13 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April- 
  October 
 
 20 Gateway GTO Drag Day (Rain Date Oct 21)  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 
 
 

 
Gateway GTO Classifieds 

 
 
 
 

Used GM Radiator.  Contact Joe May-
weather if you are interested 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/�
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820 McDonnell Blvd.  
Hazelwood, MO 63042 

  
314-895-1600 
800-892-8267 
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CAR 

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business 
1309 Caulks Hill Rd 
St. Charles, MO 63304 
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932 
Fax: 636-441-2482 

elewis@farmersagent.com 

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers 
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/ 

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years. 
Service and advice is his #1 priority. 

Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home. 

LIFE 

HOME 

BUSINESS 

mailto:elewis@farmersagent.com�
http://www.farmersagent.com/elewis/�
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Mark Melrose Kerry Friedman 
151 Plant Avenue 11580 State Road WW 
Webster Groves Mo 63119 Dittmer, MO 63023 
314-968-3106 573-678-2353 
mjmelrose@aol.com           kfriedman@hughes.net  
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Darrell May  Will Bowers  
829 N. Metter  #1 Goshen Woods  
Columbia Il 62236  Edwardsville IL. 62025      
618-281-5884  618-659-0429  
dpmay@htc.net  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Shauna Wollmershauser  Steve Hedrick  
1948 A Sidney Street 3676 Morgan Way  
St. Louis, MO 63104  Imperial Mo. 63152      
636-734-0690 636-942-4020  
littlemissek@gmail.com shedrick@aol.com  
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Terry Oxler Marty Howard  
450 Muirfield Dr.  7 Newcastle CT  
St. Charles Mo. 63304  St. Charles Mo. 63301      
636-928-5548  636-724-8641  
toxler@prodigy.net  nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow (Acting)  Chris Winslow  
44 Marcus Drive  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Peters Mo. 63376  St. Peters Mo. 63376      
636-939-2770  636-939-2770  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Charles Mo 63304  St. Peters MO 63376      
636-441-3141  636-937-2770  
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Wednesday of the month at J. J.’s Restau-
rant, 1215 S. Duchesne Rd, St. Charles, Mo.  63301.  

Membership dues are $20.00 per year and all renewals 
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are al-
lowed to have one associate member.  

Club Sponsor 

820 McDonnell Blvd.   314-895-1600  
Hazelwood Mo. 63042   1-800-892-8267  

www.behlmann.com 

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the 
GTO Association of America 

The Gateway GTO Association 
 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

mailto:mjmelrose@aol.com�
mailto:kfriedman@hughes.net�
mailto:dpmay@htc.net�
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com�
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com�
mailto:shedrick@aol.com�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
mailto:nycgto@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:bob@blattels.com�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
http://www.behlmann.com/�
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1948 A Sidney Street 
St. Louis, MO 63104 
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